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Less than forty miles from the second largest metro- 
politan center in the United States, only ten miles from 
the world’s greatest steel mill, lies a unique natural 
area whose beauties and recreational values are un- 
surpassed anywhere in the world. The Duneland of 
Indiana’s Lake Michigan shore is an everchanging 
kaleidoscope of plants, wildlife and recreational oppor- 
tunities the year round. Ranging from towering dunes to 
low swamps, teeming with rare plants, and skirted by 
spacious white beaches, the Dunes offer pleasure to all. 


But this wonderland is in danger — even the 2000 
acres already set apart in Indiana’s most popular park. 
Unwise economic planners are seeking to create a 
gigantic industrial district in the heart of the Dunes 
without even providing adequate protection against in- 
evitable industrial pollution for existing park areas. 
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Map showing location of the Indiana Dunes region. The shaded 

section to the left of the present Dunes State Park includes the 

potential recreational and park area which the Save the Dunes 

Council wants to save for the public. An aerial map of this 
region is obtainable from the Council, 


A typical Dunes scene. 


Some think a steel mill would be preferable here. Do you? 


Overlooking Lake Michigan from a high dune: the type 
of scene usually associated with the Dunes, 


Shall the Indiana Dunes remain as nature created 
them through thousands of years? Shall they be a cen- 
ter of enjoyment, recreation and educaton for forty 
million residents of mid-America? Or shall the trees 
be cut down, the Dunes leveled, and the entire Dune- 
land become a waste of smokestacks — a vast industrial 
slum? The forces seeking to destroy the Dunes have not 
concealed their goal. They are prepared to wall off the 
residents of all Northern Indiana from the use and en- 
joyment of their lakefront heritage. 


The choice is clear. The following pages will show 
you that the Dunes are worth saving, and will tell you 
what you can do to help save them, 


= far 


Contrasting the high dune view opposite, is this 
interdunal pond scene a mere half mile distant. 


The Dunes are many things to many people. Chil- 
dren, swimmers, boaters, fishermen, horseback riders, 
picnickers, hikers, campers, skiers, and tobogganers 
come to the Dunes to enjoy their outdoor pastime. Over 
10,000 people crowd into the present state park on sum- 
mer Sundays proving the urgent need of more public 
recreational area in this midwestern industrial center. 


As a nation, our need for areas to be set aside es- 
sentially for recreation is becoming more and more 
apparent. Such recreational areas are not a luxury but 
a necessity, as our medical men and industrialists have 
long known. They are therapeutic not only to the body 
but to the mind. 


We Americans spend millions saving historic homes, 
dependent children, souls, worthwhile things of every 
description. Is it not also worthwhile to save a bit of 
American scenery for the future, and thereby ensure 
a spot where we and our posterity can retain or regain 
our health through relaxation or exercise? Let us not 
repeat the error of our Eastern States who have just 
realized that their heritage of beautiful coast and beach 
— 4000 miles of it — has virtuaily disappeared. Re- 
placed by town and industry, a mere 200 miles remain, 
only a small part of which is in public ownership. 


But the Dunes are not only suitable for recreation. 
Photographer and artist as well as historian would be 
hard put to find a single area with so many varying 
phases. Near the beach scene opposite, the battle of Lit- 
tle Fort took place — a skirmish of the American Revo- 
lution. Five miles west, many of the epoch-making ex- 
perimental glider flights of Octave Chanute were car- 
ried on. A bare mile south of this scene was the fabled 
City West — a paper city whose promoters expected 
it to compete with Chicago as a midwestern metropolis. 
Daniel Webster gave a speech there in 1843. A few miles 
southwest is the site of the trading post of Joseph Baillie, 
the first white settlement in the area. The stage coach 
road from Fort Pontchartrain (Detroit) to Fort Dearborn 
(Chicago) passed through this area. Long before it Fath- 
er Marquette, Chevalier de la Salle and other French 
explorers passed through the Indiana Dune Country. 
And more recently, in the early days of the motion 
picture industry, the Dunes were a site for many movie 
sets. 


Serious biological researches in the Dune Country 
were already in full swing by the 1890’s. The classic 
work of Henry Chandler Cowles on plant associations 
was largely based on research in this area, and brought 
international prominence to the Dunes. In 1913 a group 


of scientists representing several European nations 
named the Dunes area as one of the four most interest- 
ing spots in America. Ever since Cowles’ time, univer- 
sity classes and research workers from all over come to 


study this region now being threatened by industrializa- 
tion. 


Thousands now enjoy the beaches of the State Park. With the 
anticipated growth of this region, thousands more will want to. 
Will you sell them out to industrial avarice? 


—PCenter spread shows the edge of Cowles Bog, already 
acquired by the Save the Dunes Council. This fern and 
birch fairyland borders the almost impenetrable quaking bog. 
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One of the few “roads” in the area, this picturesque lane gives 
easy access to the many who come to study or marvel at 
Cowles Bog. 


Fascinating Cowles’ Bog, the edge of which is shown 
above, is part of the Dunes, vet its make-up is an 
astonishing contrast to the desert-like sand hills with 
marshes tucked between them. This bog, one of the most 
famous in America, has already been acquired by the 
SAVE THE DUNES COUNCIL, INC., in its effort to 
preserve the region permanently. Nature lover and 
artist as well as scientist find it an endless source of in- 
spiration. When you enter the bog’s fern jungle sur- 
mounted by large tamarack and cedar, you are stepping 


into Paleozoic scenes. Yet you are only a short distance 
from a busy federal highway. 


Another Duneland contrast is the presence of north- 
ern plants such as the tamarack mixed and still thriv- 
ing with later immigrants from the Southland. Actually, 
the Dunes area is a gathering place for plants from the 
entire continent. And every minute, every day, every 
type of vegetation must war unceasingly with its an- 


Wild Clematis or Woodbine, the handsome and fragrant 
vine found near Dune Creek. 


cient enemy, the sand. Where the battle has been lost, 
live, moving dunes uncover the stark bones of dead trees 
buried long ago. 


Over 1000 different flowering plants and ferns may 
be found in the Dunes, including 75 kinds of trees and 
26 members of the orchid family. In this diversified area 
more than 100 species of birds have been found nesting, 
while over 100 more species can be viewed here during 
the migratory seasons. For the Dunes are one of the 
few remaining natural stop-offs for birds passing 
through the midwest. 


Thirty or so land mammals live their lives in the 
different niches provided, from the wary red fox and 
skunk to the gay and friendly chipmunk. Coons, pos- 
sums and deer visit outlying homes nightly to partake 
of civilized fare. Spring’s harbingers, the frogs, are 
represented by 8 species, and their relatives bring the 
cold-blooded animal count to 40. Other plants and ani- 
mals have never been computed, but they also show 
much higher-numbers and greater diversity in the Dunes 
than in any other region of equal size; for the few 
square miles of Duneland offer an astounding range of 
_ soil and physiographic conditions. 

Indian artifacts are still to be found here and Indian 
trails can still be followed. The geologist traces the re- 
ceding lake bed and sees geology in the making as new 
dunes are built up, older dunes anchored down by vege- 
tation or moved about by the wind. 


The Indiana Dunes in the heart of mid-America, 
with unbounded recreational opportunities, with unique 
scientific interest. must not be destroyed for the short 
range benefit of the few. Plainly they are the heritage 
ot all the people. 
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Young Great Horned Owl 


Many owls live in Duneland, even Trillium 
though infrequently seen. 


One of five types of this attractive 
group of plants to be found 
in the Dunes. 


Hummingbird Feeding Young 


One of a hundred species of birds 
breeding in the area. 
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Prickly Pear Cactus 


Some of the plants and animals which 
are found in the Indiana Dunes. 


The SAVE THE DUNES COUNCIL, INC.. is an 
Indiana not-for-profit corporation whose purpose is the 
preservation of the natural beauties and unparalleled 
recreational advantages of the unique Indiana Dunes. 
Established in 1952, its constantly growing membership 
stretches from coast to coast. Thus far. the Council has 
succeeded in purchasing historic Cowles’ Bog and is 
vigorously pursuing a fund-raising campaign for pre- 
serving the remainder of the Duneland. 


Will you join us in our work? Your membership 
dues go directly into our educational program and aid 
us in our goal of an enlarged lakefront parkland. If you 
would like to know more about the Council write Mrs. 
Calvin Gent, Corresponding Secretary, 1114 Ogden 


Dunes, Gary 5, Indiana. 
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Beauty and interest in the Dunes are not restricted to distant 
vistas. This clump of Marram grass is one of the innumerable 
challenges to both amateur and professional camera 


For all except one of the excellent photographs used in this pamphlet 
the Council is indebted to MR. ARTHUR E. ANDERSON, long time 
resident and one of the foremost photographers of the Dunes area. The 
photograph on the third page is by Mr. A. Bein. Text by W. L. and C. K. 
Necker. Printed at The Chesterton Tribune in July, 1957. 
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